










 
An immersed tunnel gives unlimited vertical clearance and a single 
channel in the center of the river. 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
The IBR has spent $35 million resurrecting the CRC design. Bridge 
clearance submitted to the US Coast Guard is exactly the same as 
the 2013 CRC design.  
 
 

 
 
  



The CRC disqualified a tunnel with an absurd bored tunnel. 
 

The IBR dismissed an immersed tunnel that goes under a channel 
location that is a 1,000 feet from the correct location at the center of 
the river.  
 

An immersed tunnel can be 35% shorter, 65% less cut & cover, and 
connect to current interchanges. 
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Fischer, Steven M CIV USCG D13 (USA)

From: Bob ortblad 
Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2022 2:48 PM
To: D13-SMB-D13-BRIDGES
Subject: Re: [Non-DoD Source] Comments on Columbia River Bridge - Tunnel

Steve Fisher 
 
Attached is a little 1958 history I hope you find interesting. 
 
Best 
Bob Ortblad 
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On Apr 26, 2022, at 1:51 PM, D13-SMB-D13-BRIDGES <D13-SMB-D13-
BRIDGES@uscg.mil> wrote: 
 
Thanks for the comment Bob. 
  
Respectfully 
  
  
Steve Fischer 
Bridge Administrator 
U.S. Coast Guard 
Thirteenth District 
  



3

 




